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for

School Leaders



What is Safeguarding?

.

Safeguarding is the action that is

taken to promote the welfare of

children and protect them from harm.

Safeguarding means: protecting

children from abuse and

maltreatment. preventing harm to

children's health or development.

ensuring children grow up with the

provision of safe and effective care.



Safeguarding?

Proactive

“Taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes”

Policies / Governance

Health and Safety

Building a safe Environment

Children with disability / special Educational needs

Whistleblowing

Safer recruitment

Online safety

Attendance 



Child Protection

Reactive

Protecting children from violence, 

exploitation, abuse, neglect

Law

Legislation

Policies

Social Protection

Government Agencies



Guidance

EXECUTIVE REGULATIONS OF CHILD PROTECTION LAW KSA

This Law aims to achieve the following:

1. Ensure implementation of Islamic rules (sharia), laws or international conventions to which

the Kingdom is party, which preserve the Child’s rights and protects him/her from all forms of

abuse and negligence.

2. Protect the Child from all forms and manifestations of abuse and negligence that he/she may

be exposed to it in the surrounding environment (home, school, neighborhood, public places,

care and education institutes, foster family or governmental and private institutions or the

equivalent), whether abuse or negligence is committed by the child Guardianship, Authority

or Responsibility over the Child of any form, or by any other Person.

3. Ensure the rights of the Child who is exposed to abuse and negligence, by providing the

necessary care.

4. Raise awareness of children rights and empower children to claim their rights especially the

rights related to protection from abuse and negligence.

How does the law impact your school?



KSA Guidance

A child is defined as 'anyone who has not yet reached their 18th birthday’.

Child: Every human being below the age of eighteen.

Abuse: Every form of child abuse or exploitation, or the threat to do so, including:

● Physical Abuse: The child’s exposure to bodily harm or injury -

● Psychological Abuse: The child’s exposure to mistreatment that may cause 

him psychological or health damage.

● Sexual Abuse: The child’s exposure to any kind of sexual assault, abuse or 

exploitation

Negligence: Non-provision of the child’s basic needs or failure to do so, including: 

physical, health, emotional, psychological, pedagogical, educational, intellectual, 

social, cultural, and security needs.



Policy



Why is Safeguarding Children Important?

It's clear that safeguarding is an essential practice to ensure that all children reach their potential and are 

protected from harm.

● Every Child Matters was a UK government initiative that aimed to encourage services to work together to 

safeguard children. 

● Being Healthy: children are entitled to enjoy good physical and mental health and live a healthy lifestyle.

● Staying Safe: children should be protected from harm and neglect.

● Enjoying and achieving: children should get the most out of life and develop the skills for adulthood.

● Making a positive contribution: children need to be involved with the community and society and not 

engage in anti-social or offending behavior.

● Economic well-being: children should not be prevented by economic disadvantage from achieving their 

full potential in life.



Why is Safeguarding Children Important?



Four Main Categories of Abuse



How is Safeguarding Relevant to My Role?

Everyone has an important role to play in safeguarding children, even if you don't 

recognize it at first.

You may be the lifeline that a child needs, whether you see the child for an hour, a day or 

7 days a week. Consider the following questions:

Do you know the children and/or their family better than other professionals? If so, 

the child may be more likely to trust you with their concerns.

Do you spend a lot of time with the child? If so, you may be the first person to spot the 

warning signs or identify that something is wrong.

Do you know what the warning signs of abuse are? A child may be relying on

someone like you to spot that something is wrong and take action to look after them.

Do you work in a support role? Then you may be well positioned to offer help to the 

child or family.

Do you work in a role where children are visible to you? You may spot something in 

day-to-day life that needs investigating,.



Categories of Child Abuse

There are 4 main categories of abuse that warning signs and indicators generally fall into.

These are:

• Physical Abuse

• Emotional Abuse

• Sexual Abuse

• Neglect

However, these are not strictly defined boundaries and sometimes a child may be 

experiencing abuse from more than one category



Physical Abuse

Physical Abuse may involve:

• Hitting, shaking or throwing

• Poisoning

• Burning or scalding

• Drowning or suffocating

Or otherwise , causing physical harm to a child.

Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or career 

fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in the 

child.  



Emotional Abuse

Emotional Abuse is the persistent emotional 

maltreatment of a child to cause severe and 

persistent adverse effects on the Child’s emotional 

development.

• A level of emotional abuse is involve in all types of 

maltreatment of a child, though it may occur alone.

• These may include interactions that are beyond a 

child’s developmental capability, as well as over-

protection and limitation of exploration and learning, 

or preventing the child participating in normal social 

interaction..



Sexual Abuse involves forcing and enticing a child or young 

person to take part in sexual activities, not necessarily involving 

a high level of violence, wether or not the child is aware of what 

is happening.

They may also include non-contact activities such as involving 

children in looking at, or in the production of, inappropriate 

images, watching inappropriate activities, encouraging children to 

behave in inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation 

for abuse.

Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adult males.

Women can also commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children.

Sexual Abuse



Neglect



Other types of Abuse



Indicators of Emotional Abuse



Other types of Abuse 



Physical Abuse 



How a Concern May Come to Your Attention 



Disclosures from a Child



How Not to Respond 



How to Report an Incident 



Myths About Abuse 



Leadership Responsibilities 



Leadership Responsibilities Policies & Procedures 



Leadership Responsibilities Child 
Protection Concerns 



Leadership Responsibilities Supporting Children & 
Families



What should school do?



Any Questions?



THANK YOU!



Thank you for joining me 

What will you do next?
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